
Pre Assessment

1. List all the communication styles that you know.

2. Why is communication important?

3. Why do you think it’s important to have good 

communication in relation to life skills?

4. What is the difference between verbal and 

nonverbal communication?



6th grade

6.ICR.1.2 – 1.2 Implement verbal and non-verbal 
communication skills that are effective for a variety 

of purposes and audiences



Communication Activity
Follow these directions. You can not ask a 
question during this activity.

1. Draw a circle in the middle of the paper. 
2. Draw a star in the corner. 
3. Draw a moon at the top of the paper. 
4. Draw a rectangle in the bottom left 

corner. 
5. Draw an oval on the right. 
6. Draw stripes on the oval. 
7. Draw a line dividing your paper in half.



● What was fun? 
● Frustrating? 
● What ineffective verbal and nonverbal 

messages did the teacher demonstrate? 
● What communication skills would have 

made this activity more helpful to 
follow?

Questions



Watch the clip the first time with the sound 
muted. 
● What emotions do you see in the 

characters? 
● What is the situation? 
● What is conveyed by their body 

language? 
● Is it easy to misinterpret events or 

situations??
Video Clip

Video Clip

http://movieclips.com/FzQi-ace-ventura-when-nature-calls-movie-trailer-1/
http://movieclips.com/FzQi-ace-ventura-when-nature-calls-movie-trailer-1/


Now watch the video clip with the sound. 
● How close were your guesses on the 

emotions?

Video Clip

http://movieclips.com/FzQi-ace-ventura-when-nature-calls-movie-trailer-1/
http://movieclips.com/FzQi-ace-ventura-when-nature-calls-movie-trailer-1/


● What does it mean to communicate? 
● What are some ways we communicate 

verbally?
● What are some ways we communicate 

nonverbally?
● What happens when verbal does not 

match nonverbal communication? (mixed 
messages)

Discussion



● Most communication actually occurs 
nonverbally. 

● It is often nonverbal communication that 
leads to the greatest misunderstanding. 

● It is not what we say, but how we say it. 

Communication



● Non-verbal communication is expressed 
through posture, gestures, eye contact, 
and facial expression (what is called 
“body language”). 

Video Clip

Non Verbal Communication

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjoDEQqyTig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjoDEQqyTig


● Verbal messages (the actual words and 
tones) are more obvious than nonverbal, 
though even our words can sometimes be 
misunderstood. 

• Clip of communication
• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh47w

Wr_Hbw

Verbal Communication

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JmA2ClUvUY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_JmA2ClUvUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh47wWr_Hbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh47wWr_Hbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mh47wWr_Hbw


● Often one gives a mixed message: when 
words and the nonverbal do not match. 

● This is particularly confusing to others 
and the listener does not know which to 
believe. 

● Messages in which your voice, tone, and 
body language are consistent will help all 
situations when you are around other 
people. 

Mixed Messages



● Have you ever experienced a situation 
where you said something and the other 
person completely misunderstood what 
you meant because your verbal and 
nonverbal messages were not consistent?

● What happened as a result of the 
misunderstanding? 

● How do you feel when someone 
misunderstands you? 

Discuss: 







Closure:

• Today we learned about importance of 
communicating effectively through the use of 
verbal and nonverbal skills. This should help 
reduce the misunderstandings caused when 
we are not careful in our choice of words or 
aware of body language.



Post Assessment

1. List all the communication styles that you know.

2. Why is communication important?

3. Why do you think it’s important to have good 

communication in relation to life skills?

4. What is the difference between verbal and 

nonverbal communication?


